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1956 1957 
ITEM ea a a : - — »_— - _ » 
Oct, 13 | Oct. 20 Sept. 28 if t. 3 Oct, 12 | Oct. 19 
— -——— —______— —_— - . - —— + 4 - a 7 —-+-- — 
Commodity prices, wholesale: | | ; | 
AVL Commodities. ccccccccccccccsccccccccecs . 1947-49=100., cccceccee | #115.6 ecrevccce | ceccecees 117.6 117,€ 
Farm products..... rT Tree R TT Terr cn ce scesccese | *88.4 soncdeuce Prrerrry. 91.3 91.5 
FOOdS, PFOCESSOD ss ceeeeescenenenerereracssrssceesssdOeens | sevessees # 103.6 erececees .* . 105.0 104.9 
ALL OPNET cccccccccccccsccccccccecccescocsoseccssesedO ° occccscece #123.6 oe eoee ° 125.7 125.7 
22 commodities 2/.. ae ead ee 90.6 90.7 86.2 85.5 85.2 84 .€ 
DONEC IMENE FIDO OBIE ficceccccccsstcgucesicedscssssuadlObews 134 | 129 130 127 | 132 si sweatand 
Insured unemployment, totOle.sccecceccecceceeccecsesstNOUSe. 935 | 926 1,254 aN ere sixeiwns 
RISTe POM ENB a a6 ct acererdcccescvccevrescondeteséesqea@Unace 862 854 1,165 | 1,169 eoveneees bwhaieeden 
Finance: | 
Currency in circulation 3/..cccccccccccccccce Mil, Of dol.. 30 , 880 30,953 31,052 | 31,038 34,129 51,191 
Federal Reserve bank credit outstanding, total 3/....d0.... 25,707 | 25,810 25,622 | 25, 304 25,565 25,451 
Member bank reserve balances 3/, evece coves wae | 18,929 18,890 18,963 19,034 19,189 19,068 
Excess reserves, estimated 3/, naw ciate 607 577 5a: | 393 553 479 
Federa! Reserve reporting member banks in 
Demand deposits, Sd juSTOd...cesessccees | 55,289 55,623 54,788 54,015 54, 344 pide atanioto 
Time deposits, except U. S. Government, 25,956 eenwee 


| 22,043 22,029 235,636 





Loans and investments (adjusted), total. 85,338 86, 066 86,558 87,267 60060008 
U. S. Government ob! igations....ee.s. 25, 732 26, 392 24,537 25,324 teeeveee 
Commercial, industrial, and agr. loan 29,833 29,836 32,408 32,53 52,114 bteeeees 





Real-estate loans (gross). ccesceseess 





































Failures, industrial and commercial...... «snumber.,. 259 254 278 2é 244 258 
Bond yields, domestic corporate (Moody's) 3/......percent.. 3.80 3.81 4.45 4,46 4,44 4,45 
Stock prices, 500 stocks (Stand, & Poor's) 4/,.!941-43=10.. 46,84 46.20 42.46 | 43.10 41,99 41.33 
RATT (BIS; BES SION acccececccevensdotsanstesOOcnen 50.24 49,51 45,90 46,54 45,22 44,4 
Production: 
Bituminous coal 3/..... ecccescccestnous. Of short tons,. 1,703 1,756 1,709 1,658 652 coececces 
Electric power, ‘by utilities. .ccecccccccceeMil, Of kw.-hr,. 11,300 11,333 11,697 1,564 11,709 coecccece 
Passenger cars and trucks (Ward'S)..ccccccccccceessnumber,, 91,203 110,208 60,794 33,653 57, 486 9| 476 
Petroleum (crude) and condensate 3/,...eeeeethous, of bb!,. 6,993 6,997 6,82 6,812 6,729 cccceses 
ST08 tS / cctcciaececccvavescvcvacesecstOUS, Of Ghort tons... 2,483 2,495 2,105 2,115 2, 105 2,07 
Percent of capacity B/secccovecccosecccscccevcccoceseeses #100,9 #101,4 82,2 82.6 B22 89.9 
Freight carloadings, totol...sscccesseccecessthous, Of Cars,. 825 829 739 746 142 tree eens 
MUSCO TIONING 6 co.cc cereactsesstececveeseccceseccasHessOeaue 399 40! 352 358 358 we eeccene 
—————— Sane . = = | j 1 1 
1/ Date do not always cover calendar weeks, 2/ Tuesday prices, 3/ Daily average. 4/ Wednesday data, 5/ Week beginning October 21, 195 
Production, 2,045 thous. short tons; operating rate, 79,9 percent, * Monthly index for October 1956, # No, comparable wit? 57 rates, 
which are based on higher capacity, 
MONTHLY BUSINESS STATISTICS 
1956 1: 
ITEM - y r 
August September June July August ep tember 
Ser —— = | t + + + 
GENERAL BUSINESS INDICATORS 
Business incorporations: | 
New incorporations (48 States) ..cccccccsccsececesessenumber,., 11,339 9 583 11,269 11,686 , 61 10, 52€ 
Industrial and commercial failures: | 
Failures, total. .ccecccscess scccdccccccccceccc co NUMOGE oe 1,101 932 1,084 1,059 1,145 1,07 
Commercial service cos esoe cece occcecedOeee | 95 72 93 BI 91 94 
CONSTFUCTIONecocccccccccscccesoccccovcescoccecesceeDOscee| |4€ 146 164 153 165 164 
Manufacturing and mining.. ae 195 140 19 T-8 ‘4 182 
RetSI: ArEdOi cccs veceeecee saat 67 489 553 7 588 535 
Wholesale trade,.. e 98 85 95 4 37 Ti 
Liabilities (current), total foe 55,040 39,313 51,454 44,299 43,514 45,420 
Commercial service... ‘ 4,127 2,058 5 55) 5,024 53) 4.554 
Constructloniccccoces 7,507 7,840 10,066 7, 62 10,426 618 
Manufacturing and min 17,828 539 12, 96€ i4, 39 12,84 13, 1 
Retail trade....ssoes . 14,772 15,656 17,715 12,715 14,752 13,657 
Wholesale trade...... > 10,806 4,22 7, 156 4,892 , 158 7, 6% 
SONSTRUCTION ANC 
Highway concrete pavement contr 
TOPOL. ccccdcocvecdvessoeesce ° 8, 398 5,267 11, 08€ 8, B9€ 5,292 4,844 
AFP Tleccsccccssavcceces °| 1,486 695 1,917 B45 446 2872 
Rosds... COCoeDeveCCee ° 3,219 1,911 6,151 4,581 2,497 1,791 
Streets and alleys......6. P 3,695 2,661 3,017 5,471 2,459 2,771 
Construction cost index (E, H, ’ 
Average, 20 cities: 
Apartment? hotels, and office buildings: 
Brick and concrete....ssesceseeeUe Se SVG. 1926-29=100., 280.2 280.8 288, 3 290.5 290.6 291. 
Br ick STOO | cccccccccccccsveccccccescescccessIOeces 275.9 276,7 282. 284.7 84.8 a5 
Brick o WOO ccctoveccosoveestctcoevovcesscesacelOsece 277.2 277, 281.7 283.1 283.2 285.2 
Commercial and factory buildings , , 
SPICK GRO CONGTOIS) cccdccesecndsrcscssesnsveccesOOeveal 288.2 288.9 297.8 500, 500, | 300.7 
PAE ONG SION pict vadcdievacd dedenescns scence sescOGsccal 287.3 288.6 296.4 300.2 300.2 300.8 
BE IGK. Bd WOOD ss sccccccesctscsecetéveseeuns ee ere 275.9 275.9 281. 283.3 83,3 283.5 
Ah eee bameneneeee pane ssatsaeal 276.2 275.4 278.7 280.0 280.2 oe: 
SUMUNaiikes dio d64b aur e nines cde ciaetus ee deesevsoawctdwwial 273.2 | 274.9 282.€ 287.9 287.9 288.5 
Residences: | | 
Brick... TOLTTETTiTiTTrTrrriririrrrr irre 277.8 277.4 282.2 | 283.5 283,¢ AS.¢ 
Frame.... subecaencacus evededsitenkonsathcantlew ke 271.0 | 270.5 273.9 275.1 15, 15, 








1/ Date for August 1956 and July 1957 are for 5 weeks; other months, 4 weeks 
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1956 1957 
ITEM er ws ee —_—_ren _ ny \ oe - 
August September June July August Septesber 
__ ——— + — — ———__4-—_— ee ——+ $e —_-—_—— 
F 1MANCE 
Agriculture! loans end discounts outstanding of agen- 
ces supervised by the Farm Credit Adm: 

TOTAL ccccccccvcccccccccccccccccccccocesccccc Ml, Of dol.. 2,987 2,980 3,287 3,327 3,345 5,554 
Ferm mortgege loans: Federal land banks...........00.... 1,675 1,689 1,870 1,877 |, 887 1,896 
LOORS TO COOPOTETI VES. cccccccccccccccccccecccccesesOOccce 375 397 384 409 420 4 
Other 10@ns ONG GISCOUNTS. .cccceccccccsccccseceesesdQcrees 937 895 1,033 1,041 1,038 1,027 

Bank debits, total (344 centers)... .cccccccccccccccccecDOeees 183,819 167, 154 193,303 200,572 190,539 189,297 
Oe: TER Cee iddenecntecdnendddesscutsstabsasccccaeceleess 67,279 61,225 74,512 74,509 68 , 409 70,953 
6 CINE CONTEST Be ccccvecencecsnccecesceoncssoeseescenseE@enss 38,206 34,057 39,942 41,711 40,194 39,095 

Federe! Government finance: | 
RECHI PTS, TOA ccccseccoccvesccvcseccscéosesocescsccEOeeve 5,959 6,897 pi2,779 3,734 | 6,475 8, 109 

PORTS; RO cc cnccccncicecccsvsssdcccsccesenccslBeces 4,954 6,218 p!|,648 3,057 | 5,128 7,225 
CUSTOMS oc ciccccvscccoccsesccoccceccosoceccoooceecceoOOcecs 64 60 p58 70 65 65 
Individual income Toned... .ccccccccccccscccccccscesGOcces 3,540 3,687 p4,053 1,316 3,806 3, 986 
Corporation income and profits texes........c0000 2 Geese 352 1,709 p6,722 54) 555 2,64 
SN Wilts ss cuiachcbbsicoceciwsivcctbicssellibce | 88 | 45) 2589 366 1,003 540 
Other interne! revenue and receipts......ccccccccecGOcecs 1,123 990 p|, 356 1,441 | 1,245 1,214 
| 
| 

SRROIO NUNS sicccaixenicccneseicdeskdesiesesssacisaxenas. | 5,902 4,918 p6, 190 6,347 | 5,930 5,667 
Interest on public debs. .cccccccccccccccccccccoseceGOccce 567 570 p646 659 | 628 680 
All other expenditures...........- ceeseoessessece ae 5,334 4,348 p5,544 5,688 5,302 5,037 

Stocks, cesh dividend payments publicly reported: 

Total dividend peyMONts...ccccccccscccccccccesevcscceedQcece 292.8 1,591.4 1,679.0 763.6 | 316.2 ;,671.8 
FUABROBs cn0s ioc vesttevesesueheheenesesisesedssescueees 64,5 105.3 107.2 146.5 65.7 105.0 
COST 100i 606 0sescecsncsstbses nvveneccscevescss@oses 122.9 |,080.9 1,120.6 280.9 | 129.4 1,126.8 
WIRING bndcsercenseseesedeeveesseaiebesedeneseceisseOsbes 3.5 117.9 125.7 | 7.4 | 2.5 134.6 
Public utilities: | 

eg ee 1.2 40.9 41.7 | 141.0 1.3 41.2 
Steevie OA QW oasciccsragocsseenstscniacs SS seule sks 76.3 120.3 132.6 95.5 | 83.0 | 134.5 
Ral lroad...seeeees Pe OR a ae ee 6.5 59.9 73.9 | 18.4 | 10.2 61.5 
WEEEiiaideediniacidhasattaeseedetduabdeketeees rae ee 10,3 42.3 51.2 | 62.0 14.5 42.5 
MESON) IONNGUE oo ccciendeseucccenccideddcednessgecseOOsees 8.0 23.9 26,1 it.8 | 9.6 25.7 
TRANSPORTATION AND COMMUNICATIONS 

Operations on scheduled sir lines: | 

Miles flown, F@VONUO.. cc cccscccccccccsesesecces thOUSANGS,, 55,582 | 53, 368 r59,652 62,058 | 65,565 | sescccecese 

Express and freight ton-miles flown. .ccccccccceccecesDOeeee | 22,256 22,747 22, 396 21,969 | 33004 1 Gaakiacnas 

Mell, Ton-miles FlowN. .ccccccccccccccccccccccccceceeeOOeeee 7,408 7,018 7,628 | 7,552 7,751 | eeoccscces 

Passengers originated, revenue.......seeeeees ececceeeDOeeee 3, 392 3,0! 3,707 3,525 3,742 ecseeseses 

Passenger-miles flown, r@veNUe....cccceececeeceeeMillions,, 2,007 1,902 2,333 | 2,253 2,508 | cccvcccees 

CHEMICALS AND ALLIED PRODUCTS 

Orgenic chemicals, production: 

Acetic acid (synthetic and netural)....... .sethous. of Ib.. 47,922 45,692 46, 982 45,643 [i eee 

Acetic anhydride....... TeTTITTITII TTT Titi 72,202 74,808 67,377 67, 140 76,886 | secceseees 

Acetylsalicylic acid (OSPIF IM). cecccccccsccccecscceesWeeee 1,046 1,003 1,223 945 1,290 | cesecseces 

Creosote Oi l..ceceee eccces cocccccccccccccccethous, Of gal.. | $9,125 10,112 9,605 9,171 | 10,595 | ccecceccce 

DN sic cnndstdencasepeessctsars pte bexccvececs NOEs OF Tis. 12,138 | 11,912 11,023 rit,0s8 9, 306 cesawesaan 

Ethy!) acetate (B98) vcccccccctccvesecesvsccssevesssoseSOeees 6,111 6,969 8, 15! 68,038 | TAN aeekeseaen 

Ethylene glyco!l........ PTUTTITITITICIT IIT ee 84,495 | 89,26! 98,789 106, 185 LOO, 117 | weenccccee 

Forma idehyde .( 378 HCHO) ..ccccccccccccccccccesccescssedOscee 108,512 114,430 100 , 606 93,383 103,324 | secsecsecs 

Methano!: 

Metered CIONE) cccccsacdcncccccstsceccs cscs thOU8,. OF GRIc6 196 198 187 186 ind Wee 
Synthetic (1008) .ccccccccccecccccceccccscccecccessGOecee 19,720 17,468 14, 108 16,692 18,000 cesesccces 
Phthalic anhydride..... ITTTITiTT Tritt TT oee-thous, of Ib.. 24,143 22,690 310,519 27,400 24,240 | aewesceees 

Synthetic plastics and resin materials, production: 

Cellulose scetate and mixed ester plastics: 

Sheets, rods, And TubeS,....cccccccccsesese thous, Of Ib.. 4,815 3,945 4,094 2,872 | EY Rae 
Molding and extrusion mater ibis... .ccccccccecese ees IOueee 7,395 8,579 7,794 6,621 7,200 ceeeseceoss 

Nitrocellulose sheets, rods, 8nd TUdDeS.,....cececceeecIWOeeee 443 324 270 2335 318 | eka adie 

Other cellulose PlasticS..cccccccccccccccesesessesessdsees 554 279 468 34) Sil cosecccose 

Phenolic and other ter Acid FeSINS. .ccccccccccsecceeeIQeees 37,826 37,598 35,56! 32,607 FE,O8F 21 ciawces nae 

POlYSTYTORO. cccccceccdccsoccoccccccosescoesesesoescsseOOsees 44,288 44,314 43,309 36, 889 46,520 secccusese 

Urea and melamine resins.cccccccccccccccccccccccceseedOsees 21,171 21,759 22,268 18,057 et eee douwe 

Viny) PESIRRicosccccsvescce ecvccsesocovccesoescossocceO@n ees 57,121 60,237 68, 327 63,272 72,265 | eccuseoses 

Alkyd TeSINS,.cccccccccccccccccccccccesccecsccceesecsDsene 30,421 27,652 32, 120 27,858 29,228. | coccccsers 

Waki. Mad CRTIONS 56 crccccccccscssecccceccucsesecsas@Oesse. | 11,398 9,377 11,000 r9,149 008 1) ceuseve a 

Polyester FeSINS..cccccccccccccccscccccccccesseceese seers 6,634 5,369 8,178 7,209 7,336 | ceceseneces 

Polyethylene Tesins.,..cccccccccccccccccscccesccess eos8Ocese | 49,790 51,089 56,074 | 55,357 58,349 evescocece 

Misce!laneous........- cocces tteseteserseereseesrereesDQreee | 13,140 13,298 14,900 | 14,428 IS,S13 | secccccces 

METALS AND MANUFACTURES 
Pig iron, production.. ccsccccccccccceethous, of short Tons.. | 5143 | 6,9 6,660 | 6,692 6,782 | 6,628 
Aluminum shipments: | 

Mill products and pig and ingot Cutt occnccondte ts OF Mas 313.3 307.7 320.8 r 370.0 2986.8 |] eeveccees ee 
Mill products, TOTB!...cccccccsrcccerccterccscssesesWeenee 217.8 | 217.4 227.4 r249,0 225.7 | cvccesscce 
Plate and sheet........ 5000 bebeweseoseeenesessssoO@eees > 117.1 17,1 r130.6 117,86 | csccececse 

Foundry equipment (new), new orgers, net | 
mo, avg. shipments,.1/947-49=100,, | 168.3 | 114.7 187.5 96.6 | SOILS P Geedneween 

Tractors (except garden): | 

Track 1OVING. ccccccccccvccccescccoccccecccoscsccssccoUMitS,, 4,334 3,992 3,565 2,906 2,696 penédéateae 
Velue..... piavdvsnbuniuecediathrostsasnace te. Ot Mies 38, 765 33,575 33,625 29,772 29,219 ebeudeeann 

Wheel-type (except contractors’ of f-nighway).....+..units., 13,974 | 16,600 17,782 15,550 14,698 eeececcces 
VOI s ceccvccassee Géemtadedineddessncevuce Tees OF Gbtes 24,556 | 29,656 33,781 28,449 | 26,929 svccceses . 











r/ Revised. p/ Preliminary, 
12615 
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Sep tember 


September 


» —___—__—_+ 


AND PRINTING 


Newsprint, Canada (including New 
Production 
Shipments 
Stocks, at mills, 

Newsprint, United States: 
Consumption by publishers... 
Production,.... 

Shipments from mi 
Stocks, end o 








At publishers..... 
In transit to publishers... 


TEXTILE PRODUCT 
Cotton: | 
Consumpt i 
Manufactures: 
Spindle activit ‘ system spind 
Active spindles, last working day... 
Consuming 100 percent +¢on 
Spindie hours operated, 
Average per working 
Consuming !00 percent 
Rayon and acetate: 
Production: 
Fi lament 
Staple (inci, 
Stocks, producers’ 
Filament yarn 
Staple (inc 





TRANSPORTATION EQUIPMENT 

Reilway equipment, American Railway Car 
Freight “cars: 
Shipments, 
Equipment manufacturers, 


TOTB! cccccvcascesece number, 
2090... 
+-d0 


Domestic. ccosccccccccccccess 
Railroad and private-line shops 


New orders, TOTB! cccccceccesecees 
Equipment manufacturers, Total. .eces 
Domest ic..es. 
Railroad and private-l|ine shops, domest 
86,489 
39 , 864 
38,604 
46,625 


Untitled orders, end of 
Equipment manufacturers, 


Passenger cars (equipment manufacturers): 


shipments, Total....e.e. 
4% 





| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
° 68 | 
° 672 
5 


weeks; ofher months, 4 weeks, 


c/ Revised. 1/ Data tor September 1956 and 
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